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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - BOAT CASES 
REF: (A) GENEVA 5673 AND (B) STATE 177095 

1 . IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE DEPARTMENT'S INTERPRETATION 
OF THE LEGAL ASPECT OF THE AVA CASE. IS HKG CORRECT IN IN 
SISTING BURMESE HAVE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR 99 VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES WHO WERE PICKED UP BY THE BURMESE FLAG VESSEL ON 
HIGH SEAS IN SINKING CONDITION? 

2. MASTER OF AVA HAS MAINTAINED ALL ALONG THAT WHAT HE HAS 
ON BOARD ARE "SURVIVORS" AND HE HAS CAREFULLY AVOIDED USE 
OF TERM "REFUGEES"; HKG ON OTHER HAND HAS FROM OUTSET 
USED "REFUGEES" OR "ESCAPEES". IS THERE THEN A DISTINCTION 
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW BETWEEN "SURVIVORS" AND "REFUGEES". 
IN OTHER WORDS. DOES THE AVA REPRESENT "COUNTRY OF FIRST 
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"SURVIVORS"? 

3. WOULD APPRCIATE EARLY REPLY SINCE THIS WILLY NILLY 
ENTERS INTO ALL OF OUR TALKS WITH HKG. 
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